
session NO 7

theme: 
“formation for mission”

1. opening prayer


To be introduced by the leader. 

Leader:

My brothers in Christ, we read in the second book of Maccabees.

“Greetings and true peace.

May God do good to you, and may he remember his covenant with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob, his faithful servants. May he give you all a heart to worship him and to do his will with a strong heart and a willing spirit. May he open your heart to his law and his commandments, and may he bring peace. May he hear your prayers and be reconciled to you, and may he not forsake you in time of evil.


2 Maccabees 1: 2-5

The reading is followed by a brief reflective silence, then all pray:

All:
Blessed are you, all holy God, creator of the universe;

by the gift of the Spirit you made visible our redemption 

in the mystery of the incarnation of Christ, your Son,

and you have given us a share in his mission

as prophet, priest and king.

As we gather to reflect on your call, 

confirm our faith, and the faith of all who follow Christ,

that as you revealed yourself in him,

you will sustain our hope of eternal life

and rekindle our charity in active service

to our brothers and sisters.

Glory and praise to you, O God of our salvation,

through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever.


Amen.
2. the focus
  Chapter 6: “Training for the Apostolate”
In the Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, the Council provides general principles for all who work for the mission of the Church. This Chapter delineates the ways and means that laity should prepare for the work of the lay apostolate.

( Reread the Chapter and take five minutes to select and reflect upon the paragraph you consider the most important.

3.

the sharing
Each member reads his selected paragraph, giving brief reasons for his choice. This is followed by discussion of the following:

( How much does the success of the Lay Apostolate depend on formation and training and how should people be prepared for the Apostolate?

4.

the statement



Formulate a brief statement that sums up the insights of the discussion. These statement 

will be part of the final session.

5.
closing prayer

Prayed by all members.

Holy are you, God of all people;

through the power of your holy Spirit,

you have given us a place in the building of your Kingdom.

Look upon us in your love, and bless us.

Be merciful to us and to our families and friends.

Sustain our faith, and strengthen us 

in active service to our brothers and sisters.

Protect us from sin and harm

and guide us with your light until we meet again.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever.    Amen.


NOTE:            Next Meeting:


For the next meeting, the statements prepared during Sessions 1 – 7 should be 

printed as a single handout to be given to members at the next meeting. 
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