
session NO 8

theme: 
“our response”

At the beginning of the meeting, members should be given a handout containing the seven statements 

written at previous meetings.

1. opening prayer


To be introduced by the leader. 

Leader:

My brothers in Christ, we read in the gospel of Luke.

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way.    






    Luke 10: 1-11.

The reading is followed by a brief reflective silence, then all pray:

All:
Blessed are you, all holy God, creator of the universe;

by the gift of the Spirit you made visible our redemption 

in the mystery of the incarnation of Christ, your Son,

and you have given us a share in his mission

as prophet, priest and king.

As we gather to reflect on your call, 

confirm our faith, and the faith of all who follow Christ,

that as you revealed yourself in him,

you will sustain our hope of eternal life

and rekindle our charity in active service

to our brothers and sisters.

Glory and praise to you, O God of our salvation,

through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever.


Amen.

2. the focus
The Exhortation

The leader reads the Exhortation which concludes the Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity.

The Council, then, makes to all the laity an earnest appeal in the Lord to give a willing, noble and enthusiastic response to the voice of Christ, who at this hour is summoning them more pressingly, and to the urging of the Holy Spirit. The younger generation should feel this call to be addressed in a special way to themselves; they should welcome it eagerly and generously. It is the Lord himself, by this Council, who is once more inviting all the laity to unite themselves to him ever more intimately, to consider his interests as their own, and to join in his mission as Saviour. It is the Lord who is again sending them into every town and every place where he himself is to come. He sends them on the Church’s apostolate, and apostolate that is one yet has different forms and methods, an apostolate that must all the time be adapting itself to the needs of the moment; he sends them on an apostolate where they are to show themselves his co-operators, doing their full share continually in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord, their labour cannot be lost.

( Take five minutes to reflect upon the Exhortation and on the seven statements from the past sessions. Consider what they ask of you now.

3.

the sharing
Allow a brief time for members to share their response to the sessions of the 

formation programme. Then, in the light of the Exhortation and the Statements, 

discuss the following:

( 
What are the most important areas of involvement for the Lay Apostolate 

in Australia today?

( 
What role do the Knights of the Southern Cross play in the Lay Apostolate of the Church?

· What initiative can you, the Knights of the Southern Cross, take in the work of the Lay Apostolate in the coming year?

4.

in conclusion

Decide upon an action that will directly influence the Apostolate of the Laity in 

the coming year.

5.

closing prayer

Prayed by all members.

Holy are you, God of all people;

through the power of your holy Spirit,

you have given us a place in the building of your Kingdom.

Look upon us in your love, and bless us.

Be merciful to us and to our families and friends.

Sustain our faith, and strengthen us 

in active service to our brothers and sisters.

Protect us from sin and harm

and guide us with your light until we meet again.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, for ever.    Amen.
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